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2011 Calendar of Events

January 15: 
    Returning Student Applications Due
February 15: 
    New Student Applications Due
March 5 (EFMH Theory & HW Practice): 
   Part I: Volunteer Training (mandatory  
 for all  those working with   
 students/horses)
March 15: 
   Scholarship Applications Due
April 15: 
   Scholarship Awards Sent Out
May 15 (Mounted & unmounted): 
   Part II: Volunteer Training (mandatory  
 for all those working with        
 students/horses)
June 1-6: 
    Horses of the Goddess Residential  
 Workshop for Professionals
June 13:
   HW Programs Begin: Wilson Arena
June 14: 
    Power Ponies & Mighty Mustangs  
 Programs Begin: Wilson Arena
June 23-25: 
    Women & Horses: Horsemanship  
 & Creativity Workshop 9-5
July 26: 
    White Horse Social at the Fair
August 27: 
    GYMKHANA at Wilson Arena
September 22-24: 
    Women & Horses Horsemanship &  
 Creativity Workshop 9-5
October 6: 
    Indoor Riding Lessons on Thursday  
 Afternoons Begin at the Fair
October 3: 
    Discussion Groups Begin on Monday  
 Afternoons
December 17:
    HW Christmas Party Potluck Lunch



On this year’s cover 
is a picture of Can-

yon, NARHA’s Region 
10 Horse of the Year - 
one of our finest equine 
friends. His greatness 
is a daily practice; he shows up and does 
whatever job is asked of him, time and 
time again. Along the way he changes lives for the better, helping 
each of his riders find their own moments of greatness through 
developing solid relationships based on trust and patience. 

That’s what we do at Horse Warriors, year after year. The 
staff, volunteers, board, and of course the horses, all show 

up. Whatever issues arise, whatever curve balls get thrown our 
way, at HW we do whatever it takes to make it right. There are 
days when the weather is bitter, when the flies are intense, days 
when family dynamics include meltdowns and hurt feelings, 
days when the budget seems impossibly thin, days when we are 
all bone tired and soul weary. 

But we reach down into those pockets of greatness that every-
one has deep inside, and find just a little more oomph than 

we thought we could muster. We find a spot of humor, or some-
thing small to appreciate, or one extra deep breath that helps 
build patience. We rely on the strong foundations we have built 
together over the years to get us through the “patchy spots” in 
any given day.

This year we want to celebrate the greatness in everyone. We 
want to honor all the “try” that our students, staff, volun-

teers and horses produce. Thank you all for showing up, doing 
whatever it takes, and helping us be the great organization we 
have become!

    Gratefully,
    

     Priscilla Marden, CEIP-ED

      Executive Director

doing 
whatever 

it takes

Gymkhana day 2010 - 
complete with sleet!



The Scope of Greatness
We asked some of our Horse Warriors and Mighty Mustangs 

students to define Greatness. Then we asked them to give 
us an example of a person or organization or idea that exempli-
fied their definition. Lastly, we asked them to share what their 
own personal greatness was. We are proud to say we have some 
deeply insightful students, ranging in age from 8-18. During 
the interview process it was interesting to note that the fastest, 
clearest answers came from the youngest students. No wonder 
they are such powerful teachers for their parents!

CLAIRE: I think greatness 
isn’t just about winning, but being 
nice to others. It’s helping your com-
munity by being a good person so it 
doesn’t matter if you win or lose as 
long as you’re being a good commu-
nity member.

I think organizations like World Vi-
sion and The Heifer Project are great 
because they help the world – you 
can go online and donate animals 
and food to people in poorer com-
munities.

What’s great about me is being a fun 
person, a smiley person; I put smiles on people’s faces and I’m 
cheerful and optimistic.

SOPHIE: I think greatness 
is something that’s really good that 
you appreciate.

Something that I think is great is JJ, 
my horse, because when you gave 
her a little tap with your foot she 
would go.

My greatness is picking up litter 
around the neighborhood and on 
the bike path.

person, a smiley person; I put smiles on people’s faces and I’m 

Claire is a 4th year student, 
moving up from Mighty Mus-
tangs to Horse Warriors this 
summer.

Sophie is a 3rd year student 
currently in Mighty Mustangs.



SAM: I think great-
ness is being able to 
improve upon yourself 
every day. It’s not just 
in what you, do but how 
you act towards every-
one you meet.

Someone I feel defines 
greatness is my speech 
coach, Mark Houser, be-
cause he does an awe-
some job, helps with 
everything behind the 
scenes, and helps other 
teams and the entire 
speech community in 
Wyoming.

My own greatness is being able to “wing it.” I am confident 
enough in myself to do whatever I want without worrying what 
others think.

ALEX: I think greatness is 
going beyond what you have to 
do because you know it’s right.

Hoot means greatness to me 
because when I ask him to do 
something, he goes above and 
beyond.

My greatness is my positive en-
ergy; when people are sad, I 
make them feel better; I make 
them laugh.

Sam is a 6th year Horse Warriors student major-
ing in drama at Mesa State College. She has 

been a Power Ponies mentor for 4 years.

ALEX
going beyond what you have to 
do because you know it’s right.

Hoot means greatness to me 
because when I ask him to do 
something, he goes above and 
beyond.

My greatness is my positive en
ergy; when people are sad, I 
make them feel better; I make 
them laugh.

Alex is a 4th year Horse Warrior, having 
gone through Power Ponies, Mighty Mus-
tangs and a year of HW already.



SAMMI: I think 
greatness is being kind 
to one another, and help-
ing people through rough 
times.

Some things that I think 
are great are the people at 
Horse Warriors and people 
at Therapeutic Riding, and 
the elders at the hospital 
(nursing home).

My greatness is helping 
others if they are going 
through a hard time – I listen and give advice; I take the time 
to help them out.

KATERI: I think 
greatness is being able 
to respect everyone 
else, and to give every-
one a chance to learn; 
not just telling them an 
answer but giving them 
time to work it out for 
themselves.

I think people who give 
someone else a chance 
to be great, to even let 
them learn from a mis-
take sometimes, are 
great.

My greatness is in being able to sit back, like in HW and not tell 
someone how to do it. If someone is struggling with an answer 
I give them time to think it through. Others will have a chance 
to speak when I give them the space. Working with my Power 
Ponies student, even though I know the answers to things I can 
sit back and allow him or her to find the answer – I don’t always 
have to be the one giving it.

Sammi is a 4th year Horse Warriors student 
who mentors in the Power Ponies programs.

them learn from a mis
take sometimes, are 
great.

Kateri is a 4th year Horse Warriors student and 
mentor for the Power Ponies program.



CLARA: I think greatness 
is anything that gets up and does 
what’s expected and above that; 
it’s something that makes peo-
ple happy and they know they 
can depend upon this person or 
animal.

I think my parents meet my defi-
nition of greatness because they 
do a lot for me and make my day 
a good one.

My greatness is that most people 
that are my friends can depend 
upon me – I am very depend-
able

A.J.: I think greatness is 
what you can do best.

I think my friend Evan is great 
because he does stuff that 
sometimes I can’t even do, 
and he does it well.

My greatness is in skiing, dirt 
biking and horseback riding.

Clara is also a 4th year student, mov-
ing up from Mighty Mustangs to Horse 

Warriors this summer, too.

A.J. is a 2nd year Mighty Mustangs stu-
dent and a great teacher for his dad.



BETSY: I think that  
greatness is having a posi-
tive impact on the world 
around you.

Things I consider great are 
people in activities that im-
pact other people’s lives in 
a positive way, like Speech 
and Debate, or Horse War-
riors or 4-H.

My greatness is my ability 
to take initiative in situa-
tions and be able to keep 
people going even when 
they want to quit.

AVERY: I think great-
ness is being there for someone 
and having the ability to do 
something that someone else 
can’t.

I think therapeutic riding pro-
grams are great because they 
help kids with disabilities, and 
help them ride a horse when 
they wouldn’t be able to in nor-
mal lessons.

My greatness is my ability to 
make friends and talk to peo-
ple. If they need someone to 
talk to  about a problem I can 
be there for them. I can relate 
to a lot of things like family issues or bullying, and I have empa-
thy for people going through that.

BETSY
greatness is having a posi
tive impact on the world 
around you.

Things I consider great are 
people in activities that im
pact other people’s lives in 
a positive way, like Speech 
and Debate, or Horse War
riors or 4-H.

My greatness is my ability 
to take initiative in situa
tions and be able to keep 
people going even when 
they want to quit.

Betsy is an 8th year Horse Warriors student, mentor for Power Ponies and Mighty 
Mustangs, and a Junior Staffer. She is attending college in the fall, having received 
numerous full scholarships!

to a lot of things like family issues or bullying, and I have empa

Avery is a 2nd year Horse Warrior and is 
learning how to become a Power Ponies 

mentor.



KIRA: I think greatness is 
consistently doing your best; 
showing many honorable char-
acteristics; being the best you 
can be; performing and exceed-
ing expectations. 

I think we all have to find great-
ness for ourselves. It’s different 
for everyone. For me it’s setting 
a goal for yourself and meet-
ing/exceeding that goal; going 
above and beyond. The differ-
ence between good and great is 
meeting a goal and exceeding 
it, going beyond what the goal 
is asking.

My greatness is my ability to be 
understanding and accepting of 
someone for what they are; try-
ing my best to understand what 
they do and why they do things; 
loving them for who they are; 
having the patience to wait and see the good in someone; un-
derstanding we all come from different backgrounds.

LUCY: I think greatness is like 
this: “pretty good” is that it’s OK; 
“great” is that you love it. 

Being with your family is great.

My own greatness is being funny.

having the patience to wait and see the good in someone; un-

Kira is a 10th year Horse Warriors stu-
dent who started with us as a Power 

Ponies student many years ago. She is 
a mentor for Power Ponies and Mighty 

Mustangs, and another of our Junior 
Staffers. She is a Starr Scholarship 

recipient and a freshman at 
Michigan State.

Lucy is a 4th year student in Mighty Mus-
tangs. Lucy started as a Power Ponies par-
ticipant with her mom.



MYLIE: I think that  
greatness is being really 
good at something. 

An example of greatness 
is a horse that is very good 
at riding and is a proper 
horse (like Graine!).

I am great at basketball 
and horseback riding.

Mylie is a 2nd year Mighty 
Mustangs student.

Who Else is Great?? Our DonorS!!
Animal Care Clinic of Jackson/Ruth & Ernie Patterson - Maria & Paul 
Armstrong - Karen & Doug Baldwin - Betty Baril - Ruth Ann Petroff & 
Mark Barron - Petie Bennett - Martha & William Best - Julie Birrer - 
Carol Black - Mary Blake - Gertrude Brennan - Diana Brown - Alison 
Brush - Rhea Lewis & David Chaser - Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld - 
Carol Andrews Coxhead & Peter Coxhead - Cindy & Matt Daly - Anne 
& Eric Delahaye - Catherine Smith & Carl Detwyler - Syd & Gary El-
liott - Claire & Gene Elmore - First Interstate Bank - Martha & John 
Gilmore - June Green - Steve Harrington - Karen Jerger & Chuck Har-
ris - Ann Harvey - Susan Hedden - Janet Heron - Mark Houser - Elaine 
& Joe Infanger - Susan Juvelier - Maggie & Dan Land - Carol & Dean 
Lewis - Ellen & Gene Linn - Liz & Kelly Lockhart/Big Mountain Ente-
prises, LLC - Susan & Russell Magarity - Judy & Ken Marden - Linda 
Mars - Nancy Martino - Faith & Mike May - Juanita McGhee - Mary Mc-
Sorley - Kathleen Osterman-Meisner & Greg Meisner - Sue Mortensen 
- Bobbi & Jim Moses - Tim Oakley - Monica Overly - Priscilla Marden & 
Tony Panarisi - Marilyn, Blake & Rick Paul - Nancy & Bill Pettus - Patsy 
& David Raaum - Cindy, Claire & Jim Radda - Reaction Photography/
Neal Henderson - Nancy & Chuck Resor - Lisa & Russ Ruschill - Corie 
Rybak - Debbie Schlinger - Judie & Carl Schmidlapp - Mary & Harvey 
Schmidt - Simpson Properties, LTD - Karla Swiggum - Catherine Talli-
chet - Carol Taylor - Joni & Rob Weed - Tanya Welsch - Sharon & Shane 
Williams - Suzanne Young 

We hope you all realize how deeply your donations touch our 
community. Because you care about what we do, we are able to 

change lives forever for the best. THANK YOU!!!



2010 Grants

Engelhard Foundation

Community Foundation of 
Jackson Hole

Karlson Family Foundation

Wyoming Arts Council

Soroptimist

Kiwanis

and we thank you from 
the bottoms of ALL our 

hearts!!!

Boundless



TheGreatness of Family
Horse Warriors programs 

are for families, too!

Over the years we have realized the importance of address-
ing the whole family in our programs. Our goal is to help 

everyone in our “circle” feel confident about themselves and 
about how they can interact with others as they go through life. 
We start with our Power Ponies Parenting Program as our en-
try level training course. Children and parents learn about re-
lationship building from the very first day. As the lessons prog-
ress, more and more challenges are presented so both children 
and parents develop skills to relate and make healthy, safe de-
cisions. 

Parents have as much fun in the Horse Warriors program 
as their kids. They participate in lessons and compete in 

the end of the year gymkhana. Though most of the gymkhana 
games are partner events - parent/child teams - there are some 
speed events that parents get to show off in as well!

Families can be challenging. Everyone is on a learning curve, 
even in the best of times. We give them a chance to play to-

gether while they are perfecting the skills of patience and sin-
cere listening. We help them find successes in the arena ses-
sions that they can take with them as examples to fall back on 
at home. It’s all about the metaphors!

Some of our families are very non-traditional. Whether 
grandparents are filling in as parents, whether foster par-

ents have become adoptive parents, whether single parents are 
filling both roles, Horse Warriors helps them find ways to com-
municate better and see each other for their best selves. In our 
school year discussion groups we help students talk about fam-
ily challenges. We have art days during the winter where par-
ents and kids work on collaborative creative projects. We have 
a big holiday party with games for kids and parents. We believe 
everyone should be allowed to play and have fun!

This year we asked our parents to share what has been 
“GREAT” for their families about being in the Horse War-

riors programs. Here’s what they said!



Mylie coaches her mom, Sonya, to try going a 
little faster on Graine.

SONYA: It made us 
being a family a little easier. 
We figured out some stuff 
that we now keep in the back 
of our heads. It was fun all 
around experience - we car-
ried the lessons home with 
us and used them on a daily 
basis.

LIZA:  It helped a lot 
with communication, and 
with respect in terms of 
sharing. This year there 
were some great improve-
ments; I got to see my 
daughter really mature.

Liza takes her daughter’s horse, 
Woody, through the car wash ob-
stacle after being taught by Lucy 
(daughter) how to do it safely. 
Below, Anne takes Canyon for a 
gymkhana run through the barrels.

ANNE:  It’s OUR activity we do together with the girls. 
We really let everything go and just “be there,” actually being 
part of the activity – we are intensively there and learning a lot. 
It builds good communication 
skills for a lifetime; it creates self-
esteem, friendship between chil-
dren, self-confidence, and brings 
family together. It teaches ev-
eryone how to speak up in front 
of a group in the community, as 
well as learning how to ride in a 
safe, respectful and fun environ-
ment. It’s special to bring the en-
tire family together around their 
passion for horses. It also helps 
the girls become stewards of HW 
by becoming a mentor.



ERIC: Mentoring has been a 
great part of the program  - that’s 
really what sets it apart from other 
horsemanship schooling. They (my 
daughters) are learning to become 
better mentors for the next gen-
eration. To be around horses defi-
nitely makes us enjoy going to the 
program – we all like horses – it’s a 
pleasure to go as a family.

MARK: One of my favorite 
parts of HW was spending time with 
Sam on the family trail ride. It af-
forded me an opportunity to par-
ticipate in something my daughter 
really loves – I have a similar inter-
est but don’t have the time to do 
that myself. In Power Ponies, my son 
August demonstrated leadership in 
showing me parts of the horse and 
saddle. It helped Sam get out and 
be able to do other things – it end-
ed up being the key that unlocked 
her ability to reach for other things; 
it helped her pursue other avenues, 
helped her get out of her shell.

MICHELLE: One of my fa-
vorite parts of HW is sharing my love 
of horses with my daughter. Seeing 
her learn how to ride a horse, learn 
how to give and receive praise, 
and acknowledge when someone 
else does something good has been 
great.

Eric and Hoot make a nice turn around the first 
barrel in the gymkhana.

Mark and Sam enjoy a day out 
in the wilderness with Woody 

and Hoot.

MICHELLE
vorite parts of HW is sharing my love 
of horses with my daughter. Seeing 
her learn how to ride a horse, learn 
how to give and receive praise, 
and acknowledge when someone 
else does something good has been 
great.

Michelle gets compliments from her daughter, 
Aspen, while Kateri (mentor) lends encourage-
ment.



MICHELE: At 
Horse Warriors  I really 
like spending a lot more 
time with my daughter 
in the parent programs, 
and having better com-
munication with her. 

CAROLYN: It’s great how 
my daughter is better about talk-
ing to me, better about communi-
cating about her feelings, or an in-
justice, and sharing what is on her 
heart or on her mind.

CHIP: What I really liked was how 
neat it was to be in the learning position 
in the relationship and have my daugh-
ter teach me.

Michele and Sammi weave a 
cone pattern in pairs formation.

Carolyn reaches out to transfer her rock to a 
partner in the gymkhana.

Chip and Lily work together as a team to get Woody sad-
dled up for Chip’s “riding lesson” from his daughter.



JESSICA: I think 
the best parts for me 
are learning to listen, 
building confidence, 
and group exercises like 
the ones we did walking 
the horse through the 
cones without touch-
ing. Connecting with 
my daughter and the 
horse, listening without 
talking, discovering the 
confidence that we can 
do that all are great.

CINDY: (MOM) I like 
us all being connected. I also 
like that my daughter didn’t 
give up; she listened to her-
self instead of listening only 
to me. She figured it out for 
herself; she does that in her 
regular life now. I like the way 
she didn’t give up; the good 
things in her HW lessons over-
rode her fears and any persua-
sion I might have had. I like to 
see her forming her path even 
though it’s different from 
mine; she’s making decisions 
that are right for her now.

JIM: (DAD) I liked seeing my daughter confront her fears 
and work through them. She got less fearful over time – it’s a 
work in progress; it’s good for her to experience a challenge, 
confront it and work through it and come out the other end less 
fearful and stronger.

talking, discovering the talking, discovering the 
confidence that we can 
do that all are great.

Jessica and Alex work together with Woody in the 
gymkhana saddling race.

Cindy trots Graine through the barrels in 
the parent barrel race in the gymkhana.

If you are interested in volunteering in our arena programs, 
our upcoming MANDATORY training sessions are:

 March 5: Theory and Philosophy; 
and May 15: Lesson Practice With Horses 

(Mounted and Unmounted) 
Please Call to sign up: (307) 733-7464



JEFF: The best part for me is 
watching not just my child, but 
all the children over the course 
of a number of years. To see all 
these children blossom before 
your eyes and change from un-
sure little girls (and boys!) who 
were just shells of themselves, 
and to see what they are today is 
wonderful; all of us have to be so 
proud of them.

DIANE: The best part for me 
is what Betsy brings from HW to 
the family – she is better at com-
munication, she opens up the dia-
logue more. Seeing examples from 
another person’s point of view and 
from a horse’s point of view increases tolerance and teaches re-
spect for others; witnessing other families’ successes makes me 
step back and try to improve relationships at home. It brings 
awareness. It takes nurturing and commitment to want to im-
prove relationships – HW tells us how.

GLENN: The best 
part for me is what it’s done 
for my granddaughter. It’s 
taught her a lot  - helped her 
to get along with everybody 
at home. All the events, be-
ing a mentor - all of it com-
bined has made her more 
responsible.

from a horse’s point of view increases tolerance and teaches re-

Betsy and Jeff compete in the saddling race at 
the gymkhana, above. To the right, Betsy and 
Diane play with what it feels like to be directed 
by a bit and reins in one of our Family Fun 
Days sessions.

Glenn, one of our “upper level adults,” 
plays a rock passing game for parents 
with Jeff in the gymkhana.



Volunteers  

Oh, How We Love Them!
In addition to our arena vol-

unteers, we have winter 
feeding volunteers who help 
us no matter what the weath-
er. The horses have requested 
special photos of these gallant 
souls (mainly because they are in 
the pictures, too!) as they are 
deeply appreciative of being 
fed regularly with such TLC!

Special thanks to Rose Caiazzo, 
Addy Hutchison (not pictured), and 

Sue McKnight for feeding, blanketing 
and constant smiles!



Volunteer of the Year
• Shelly Scott •

• Instructor
• Coach
• Fundraiser
• Advocate
• Cheerleader
• Friend

Shelly helped us all sum-
mer long, catching hors-

es, grooming, teaching, 
processing, encouraging 
kids and parents, and com-
ing up with clever ideas to 

help us  raise money. Rain, sleet, hail and scorching sun - Shel-
ley was there smiling through it all!

She organized a trailer wash that helped students get a real ap-
preciation for how clean we keep OUR trailer! They shoveled 

and scrubbed and turned all the vehicles into shiny, nearly-new 
transport systems. She helped coach the girls who showed at 
the fair this summer, filling them in on the finer points of com-
petition and presentation. Thanks to her help they all showed 
beautifully! We really appreciated all the time she spent with 
every program - thanks Shelly!!

help us  raise money. Rain, sleet, hail and scorching sun - Shel



Hoot
2010 Horse Warriors 

Horse of the Year

Hoot is a favorite of all age 
groups at Horse Warriors. He 

is solid, dependable and endless-
ly friendly. We got him as he was 
scheduled for euthanasia because 
he was going blind from a squae-
mos cell carcinoma on his right 
pupil. We removed his cancerous 
eyeball and he has adapted per-
fectly to seeing 
with only one 
eye. He has a 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
positive atti-
tude and loves  
arena games 
and trail rides. 
He helps riders 
find their own 
levels of courage by being a fine 
example of moving through a dis-
ability. His most affectionate nick-
name is “Hooter P. Cuter.”



Leaders at      
 Liberty: 
Pilot Workshop with the 
      Directors of 
 “Leadership at Play”

In the fall of 2010 the Community Foundation sponsored a 
Leadership Training workshop with Kat Smithhammer and 

Allison Bergh, founders of Leadership at Play, a consulting 
business for developing leaders and teams in various types of 
organizations.

Our director took the CFJH workshop - it was wonderful! Since 
it offered many learning exercises which complemented 

the work we do with the horses at Horse Warriors, we offered 
Kat and Allison a chance to experience a few of our interactive 
horse games so they could see how it might enhance self-aware-
ness for their clients. Kat and Allison made great connections 
with their horses, and we look forward to collaborating with 
their organization on leadership trainings in the future.

www.leadershipatplay.com

Allison masters her connection with Hawk and 
takes him for a liberty walk through the cones 
without any type of leadrope

Kat and Canyon move together 
with Kat’s energy intention



Show DayShow Day

Kira, Sam, Desiree and Betsy did 
wonderfully well at the Teton 

County Fair Horse Show. Thanks to 
Desiree, former Horse Warrior and 
Teton County Rodeo Queen, and 
Ken Eva, our farrier/dentist and 
good friend, who helped coach the 
girls to their many victories!

Sam and Woody 
warm up in the 

morning fog, and 
Desiree shows off a 

well-deserved 2nd 
place with Beau.

Kira proudly displays her blue 
ribbon and buckle for winning 

Western Equitation.



Hats off to all of the Horse Warriors this year! Some graduated 
and took a leap out into the world, seeking another level of self-

awareness. College is a big step and we are proud of all our many 
graduated students who have decided to pursue higher education. 
It’s a goal we keep in mind all the time - helping everyone attain the 
highest level of personal best they possibly can. 

This year Kira went east to Michigan State, and Sam headed south 
to Mesa State in CO. They are learning a lot about even greater 

levels of independence and determination. We are happy to have 
been a big part of building a foundation they can stand on, especial-
ly when they share with us how much Horse Warriors helped them 
get to where they are now. 
 

This summer our 
upper level rid-

ers got a chance 
to test themselves 
before heading off 
to new territories. 
They spent weeks 
practicing for the 
Teton County Fair 
Open Class Horse 
Show, helped by 
former student 
Desiree Bridges, 
Shelly Scott, and 
Ken Eva. Classes 
the girls competed in were Trail, Western Pleasure, Ranch Pleasure, 
Jackpot Reining, Jackpot Pleasure and Western Equitation. They 
brought home tons of ribbons and a buckle! We’re pretty proud of 
them!

We want to say a special thanks to 
Ken Eva, not just for the coach-

ing, but for all the help over the years 
keeping Horse Warriors running 
smoothly. We couldn’t do it without 
him!!

W
ing, but for all the help over the years 
keeping Horse Warriors running 
smoothly. We couldn’t do it without 
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the girls competed in were Trail, Western Pleasure, Ranch Pleasure, 

Sam gets pointers from Ken for backing Woody through the 
“L” in preparation for their competition in the Trail Class.

Ken and Silver wait patiently for all the rest of 
us to finally “get it,” no matter what “it” is!



Student in the Spotlight: 
Kateri VanPatten

Kateri is a 3rd 
year Horse War-

riors™ student, hav-
ing started with us 
in Power Ponies in 
2007. She is now an 
upper level rider 
and a gifted men-
tor for the Power 
Ponies program. Ka-
teri is also an accom-
plished artist! Kat-
eri now has a horse 
of her own that she 
keeps with our herd, 
and helps us with 
winter feeding.

Kateri encourages Aspen, her Power Ponies™ student,
as she competes independently in the gymkhana.

Kateri poses with 
her new horse, 

Money.

Trail sketch of 
an elk skull, 

drawn by 
Kateri.



Kateri and her grandpa compete in the pairs barrels event, holding a string between 
them and running the barrel pattern together.

Some of Kateri’s Many Talents
Above is a colored pencil drawing of Hawk, the 

horse Kateri rides most often in the program.

To the right, Kateri shows Aspen how to be so 
calm around her horse, J.J., that her horse is 

nearly asleep. Later, Kateri helps Aspen ask for 
a turn with just a very gentle touch on the reins. 

Kateri is wonderful at getting her students to trust 
her as a mentor, showing patience and 

compassion along with her encouragement.



Winter is

Our horses are hardy, 
and grow long, thick 

coats each winter. However, 
there are still times when it 
is bitterly cold and and wet. 
That’s when we blanket 
them overnight. During the 
day when it warms up their 
blankets get too hot, so we 
take them off each morn-
ing. It’s a time consuming 
routine during these cold 
months. Our older horses 
really appreciate the extra 
care - it helps them stay 
healthy and live long lives. 
We’re glad to offer that 
back to them as part of our 
commitment to good stew-
ardship.

Woody waits patiently as the snow falls, 
knowing his blanket is on the way.

Buzz sports a layer of frost in the morn-
ing when the temperatures are still 

below zero.

W
O
R
K



BRRRRR!!! 
     Horse Jammies!!

A very big THANK YOU to Karin Ralph and Robin Siegfried 
for their donations to our horse blanket project. Thanks to 

them we now have weatherproof blankets for our horses when 
the WY winters are too cold for comfort!

Hawk and Hoot enjoy a little warmth 
while they munch their morning feed.

Lots of people in our 
community “Give Us 

a Lift.” We are blessed 
to have so many gen-
erous people in our 
circle, and want you 
all to know how much 
we appreciate your 
generosity!

Sheila takes off Hoot’s blanket as the 
day warms up after breakfast.



Have you ever 
been some-

where brand new 
but felt like you 
were home? This 
feeling of familiar-
ity washed over me 
the first time I met 
the herd at Rafter 
J. Looking into the 
eyes of these majes-
tic creatures, I knew 
my life was about 
to change. I knew 
some dreams were 
about to come

coming 
home
kelly barr: 
intern

true. My body felt 
at home in the pasture, surrounded by the breath and the play of 
the horses. My heart grew in size that first day, and became more 
and more full with each week of work at Horse Warriors.

As a little girl I longed for a horse of my own, but when you 
don’t come from a horse family, when you’re not born into 

it, it can be a pretty hard lifestyle to jump into. The horse com-
munity is not always easy to access, so I was incredibly grateful to 
volunteer for Horse Warriors, and then be offered a summer job. 
Learning how to feed and care for a herd of 13 horses was the 
most amazing job I have ever had. Being able to walk out into a 
pasture and be in the center of those graceful, massive, magical 
animals...there’s not a feeling in the world that compares. It felt 
like my soul took it’s first inhale after having held its breath in 
hopes that this moment would someday come.

I started as a volunteer. When I met Priscilla, 
I felt that I had met her on purpose. I felt 

like stars were aligning and I felt like she was 
going to be really special person in my life. 
That feeling ended up being very true. On 
weekends I would go to the ranch and feed, 
as well as groom or help with random chores 
that needed to be done. I loved this time with 
Priscilla, and I felt this sense of family among 
the horses. I had found someone willing to 
teach me, so in exchange I tried to work as 
hard and as often as I could. This would come 

to be my family away from home.
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that needed to be done. I loved this time with 
Priscilla, and I felt this sense of family among 
the horses. I had found someone willing to 
teach me, so in exchange I tried to work as 
hard and as often as I could. This would come 

to be my family away from home.



Never in my life had I seen one person 
work so hard, so meticulously as Pris-

cilla. My horse education started instantly, 
and I soaked it in and paid attention to ev-
ery second of it. My early lessons of safety, 
grooming and tying halter knots and bank-
robber knots graduated to learning to 
catch, load and unload the trailer, and ride. 
Patiently and consistently, I was taught 
how to communicate with horses in a most 
respectful and kind way. I was even so lucky 
to learn some doctoring skills, like cleaning 
wounds and giving vaccinations. It felt like 
every week I was calling home to share with 
friends the most exciting lesson of the week. 
“Today I learned how to ride with spurs!” 
“This week I brought the horses to the den-
tist!” “I caught 5 horses this morning!” 
“I rode 8 dif-
ferent hors-
es bareback 
today, and I 
loped one of 
them!” The 
lessons were 
endless and as 
my knowledge 
grew so did my 

love and appreciation for my new 
horse family, Priscilla being the 
heart and soul of it all.

love and appreciation for my new 

I never 
knew 
just 
how 
much 
could 
be 
learned 
from 
the 
horse, 
once 
you 
learn 
how 
to 
listen. 

Loving the horses is even easier when you see them with chil-
dren and young riders. They are intuitive and responsive 

to the needs of whomever is on their back. They take on the 
rider both literally and figuratively. Lessons and conversations 
are created by these horses. I never knew just how much could 
be learned from the horse, once you learn how to listen. Les-
sons of empathy, anger, frustration, perseverance, love and 
patience are just a few of the many lessons these horses teach 
to their riders. Ropy, with his sensitivity teaches about limits 
and gentleness. Beau, with his friendly personality and diffi-
culty fitting in with the herd, teaches lessons of herd dynam-
ics and ways that horses communicate with each other. From 
Hawk, one might learn the importance of confidence and con-
sistency. 



Every horse had a lesson to 
teach, and the beauty of how 

they taught it is hard to put into 
words. Never was the lesson taught 
through fear or danger. It always 
seemed like the horses were as 
aware of safety as we were. Seeing 
a Power Pony trot for the first time 
showed me just how valuable this 
program is. When a Mighty Mus-
tang is able to groom and saddle on 
their own, much more is happening 
than just those actions. Confidence 
and independence are blooming and grow-
ing in these kids. It is powerful stuff. I wish 
there were more programs like this in the 
world. What better way to teach such valu-
able life skills as self-reliance, assertiveness, 
and determination than with the strength 
and influence of a beautiful creature? The 
horses involved in Horse Warriors are true 
warriors...serving and working to teach the 
youth of Jackson. I loved being a part of it.

When I long for the smell and the feel of 
the herd, I close my eyes tight, and I 

can feel myself floating through the moun-
tain mist in the early morning at Rafter J. My 
tall black boots squelch in the moist earth 
and four halters are slung over my shoulder. 
Who will I catch today? Beau and Ropy walk 
toward me, their beautiful heads appearing 
out of the misty fog first, and as they come 
closer I can see the tall elegance of their strong legs. 

Hadn’t I dreamed of doing this 
as a child? And now, not only 

am I doing it, but I know these 
horses. 

And they know me.

closer I can see the tall elegance of their strong legs. 

It is 
powerful 

stuff.
I wish 
there 
were 
more 

programs 
like 
this 

in the 
world.

Kelly and Beau (her favorite!) out on the trail. 
Kelly will return in 2011 for another summer 
with Horse Warriors.

and independence are blooming and grow

Kelly discusses a journal exercise with a 
Power Ponies student.



    What 
       do 
     We
    do 
Next? 
        Junior Staffing             

         comes to 
       Horse Warriors

2010 marked another 
milestone for the Horse Warriors pro-

gram. This year we created a new position 
- Junior Staff - for graduate members of the 
Horse Warriors family. Betsy Palmer and Kira Brazinski are our two 
brand new staffers. Accomplished instructors already from their 
many years as mentors for the Power Ponies and Mighty Mustangs 
programs, they will assist next summer with teaching, horse care, 
curriculum development and program support. They are both Level 
4 riders - the highest level in the Hore Warriors programs. Their horse 
showing and stable management experience make them great can-
didates for mentoring our younger, less experienced HW students. 
We couldn’t ask for more knowledgeable, hard-working and dedi-
cated help! Welcome!!

milestone for the Horse Warriors pro

got
muscles?

PSSST... We need help! From 
time to time we have 

to haul heavy obstacles 
and other equipment, as 
well as clean up pastures. 
If you’re feeling strong 
and generous with your 
time, please give us a call 
so we can schedule you in 
our Volunteer Corps! 

733-7464 
690-6124

P.S. It’s great exercise!

Horse Warriors family. Betsy Palmer and Kira Brazinski are our two 

Kira, Priscilla and Betsy at 
an awards ceremony.



Professionals from California, Arizona, Washington, Rhode 
Island, Colorado and Wyoming showed up to steep them-

selves in learning at this year’s Horses of the Goddess work-
shop. The course attracted therapists, researchers, educators 
and corporate leaders for 6 days of immersion in the theory and 
practice of EAAT. Our focus was on designing and implement-
ing equine facilitated mental health and learning curriculum 
from a basis in relationship building and horsemanship.

H of G is a collaborative, edu-
cational workshop with par-

ticipants bringing many aspects 
of the course’s success along with 
them. There is a set curriculum with 
enough openings that each par-
ticipant has something unique and 
significant to offer. The instructors, 
Martha McNiel and Priscilla Marden, 
bring a wealth of experience as long-
time professionals in the field. Both 
run successful EFL/EFP programs 
and are instrumental in furthering 
the field at the national and inter-
national level. 

Fun and learning are 
the core components 

of Horses of the Goddess. 
Even though the informa-
tion is shared at a profes-
sional level, the days are 
casual and collegial, with 
the horses providing much 
entertainment and their 
own level of conversation. 
There are about 12 hours of class 
time per day, including journal 
processing, creativity exercises, 
lots of riding and horse work, and 
many discussions and sharing of perceptions and insights.

H 
ticipants bringing many aspects 
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them. There is a set curriculum with 
enough openings that each par
ticipant has something unique and 
significant to offer. The instructors, 
Martha McNiel and Priscilla Marden, 
bring a wealth of experience as long-
time professionals in the field. Both 
run successful EFL/EFP programs 

There are about 12 hours of class 
Barb, Kelly, Patricia and Mary collabo-

rate on EFP/EFL curriculum design.

run successful EFL/EFP programs 
and are instrumental in furthering 
the field at the national and inter
national level. 

Katy listens to Hoot’s non-verbal 
but very distinctive language be-
fore working with the horses at 
liberty.

Horses of the Goddess: 
A Training Intensive for Professionals in the field 
of Equine Assisted Activities and Therapies



The final day trail ride along the base of the 
Tetons in Jackson Hole.

Phyllis, a researcher from Washington State, prac-
tices a light connection to the horse through riding.

One of the role play groups explores family 
dynamics through leading without touch. Art projects help participants learn 

skills for assisting clients to process 
experience.

Each 
participant 
has 
something 
unique 
and 
significant 
to 
offer.



Testimonials: Horses of the Goddess
What was your most significant experience in this 

workshop?:

“Understanding what the role entails as an equine special-
ist, and what it means to “speak for the horse.” I “got it” 
after the first role play.”

“I was very impressed  by the high caliber of people that are 
interested in doing this work and I was extremely impresed with 
the high regard shown for the horse.”
“Building new professional relationships and building awareness and 
respect for the equines in this work.”

“Observing purity and clarity of Priscilla’s mod-
eling EFL and Martha’s modeling EFP; valida-
tion for belief of strong horse skills necessary for 
this work.”
“Experiencing the cohesiveness & sharing of the group. While 
the instructors provided most of the teaching, others in the 
group provided significant contributions to the learning process 
as well.”

“Best role play experience ever for learning new aware-
ness.”
“Role playing sessions - learning how to balance integrating 
horses into the sessions and clarifying the role of a therapist; 
learning to balance all roles.”
“Designing and evaluating a “therapy” 
session as a group.”

2011 Horses of the Goddess: June 1-6
Instructors: Priscilla Marden, CEIP-ED; TRI; 

Executive Director Horse Warriors, Jackson Hole, WY
Martha McNiel, CEIP-MH; TRI; LMFT; 

Executive Director Dreampower Horsemanship, San Martin, CA
Cost: $1500 includes bunkhouse lodging with shared bath; dinners 5 nights; all 
instruction/handouts; snacks; safety equipment/helmets; 9 am - 9 pm daily class 
time (short break in the afternoon). It is PACKED with information and experi-
ence. Please call early - maximum 6 participants. (307) 733-7464; 883-7464



Mighty Mustangs 
& Power Ponies 
Winter Art Days

Even in the winter students 
gather and work together. 

This year we had bookmaking 
and mobile projects, and had a 
chance to share our skills with 
our riding groups and men-
tors. Parents collaborated on 
the bookmaking project, while 
the mobiles were done with 
just the mentors. Both projects 
were lots of fun!!

Poetry         
  a n d 
Ponies

Clara shares her poetry mobile, read-
ing each of her horses to the group.

Michele, one of our parents, helps 
students with their creativity at one of 
our winter Art Days.



Journeys 

of the 

Imagination
art on the trail 
and table



Horses are 

still the 

favorite 

subject 

matter!





Service With a Smile: 
Helping Soroptimist Shine a Light

Co m m u n i t y 
Service is part 

of being in Horse 
Warriors. Each 
year students do-
nate 30 hours of 
volunteer time 
to charities, com-
munity events, 
neighborhoods 
and individuals. 
The services can 
be a student’s 
choice so long as 
there is no com-
pensation.

This year Kateri, Casee and Sammi 
chose to help Soroptimist of Jack-

son Hole serve their annual Senior 
Dinner at the Senior Center as part 
of their community service work. 
The girls decorated the dining room, 
dressed up in a cowgirl theme and 
served all the seniors a scrumptious 
chicken dinner. They were gracious, 
cheerful and hard working!!

C
of being in Horse 
Warriors. Each 
year students do
nate 30 hours of 
volunteer time 
to charities, com
munity events, 
neighborhoods 
and individuals. 
The services can 
be a student’s 
choice so long as 

Kateri, Casee and Sammi serve the feast.

The cowgirls pose before their 
entertainment debut - they 
were great on the microphone.

there is no com
pensation.

Sammi, Casee, Kateri and Soroptimist member Pat Donley



Horse Adoption: 

Love Without the Heavy Lifting
Adopt a HW Horse: 
How Does it work??
You can sponsor your favorite 
horse for a whole year for any of 
the following:

$300:   Hay for the year
$200:   Grain/Salt/Minerals/horse treats
$480:   Pasture Fees - Winter & Summer
$360:   Shoeing for trail riding season
$175:   Trimming feet remainder of year
$100:   Annual Dentals
$85:   Deworm/Vaccinate yearly cost
$300:  Vet Care (emergencies/supplies)

Full Sponsorship: $2000

For full Sponsors we have a Sponsors’ Day where you 
get to come work with “your” horse and learn to be a Horse 

Warrior! All of our horses are super appreciative, and 
featured in this magazine. Here’s a little cheat sheet - see if you 
can find them:

Hawk - our only big splashy paint
SUKA - a sorrel mare with a blaze and 4 stockings
CANYON - the chubby little darling on the cover
BEAU - the bay on the back with the white star
WOODY - a black horse sneaking through the car wash
GRAINE - a grey mare who has the best spine for bareback
SILVER - a curvaceous white beauty asleep while coaching
BUZZ - a big, arched neck red dun ridden by Kateri
HOOT - our big, strawberry roan horse of the year
ROPY - a friendly white public canvas who loves little kids
SEDONA - a sorrel with speckles and a star, new this year
SKIPPY - a blaze faced roan with white socks and stockings  
        (hint: ridden by a grandpa!)

To be a sponsor, please call the 
Sugar Daddy Hotline: (307) 733-7464 

and THANK YOU!!!



Title Sponsor:          Additional Sponsors: 

 US Bank, First Interstate Bank, Lower 
Valley Energy,  Mike’s Body Shop, Barb & 

Bob Shervin, Hoback Sports, Albertson’s, 
e.leaven, Jackson Whole Grocer, Smith’s,  

TorMack, Kiwanis, TC Fair, Farm Bureau, 
KMTN, High Country Linen, McDonald’s, JH Jaycees

THANKS TO THE MOST GENEROUS PEOPLE IN THE 
WORLD, OUR AUCTION DONORS & VOLUNTEERS:

Another Successful 
The White Horse Social!

Alexis Pappas • Alison Brush • Amanda Sullivan • Amangani Grill • Angela Tong • Anna Chal-
foun • Anne & Eric Delahaye • Avery MacFarland • Babs Melka • Baggit • Bar J Chuckwagon 
• Bear & Doe Massageworks • Beaver Hats & Leather • Bell Fitness - Becky & Bill Tucker 
• Belle Cose • Betsy Palmer • Bet the Ranch • Betty Rock • Blue Lion • Blue Spruce • Briar 
Rose • By the River Blankies • Carmela’s Salon & Spa • Carol Black • Carol Mann • Carolyn 
MacFarland • Casee Kerley • Casey Cox • Charlotte Potter Jewelry - Colleen Yancey • Char-
Ral Floral • Chef Denise Stark • Cheri Witz • Christine Shea • City Kids Wilderness Ranch 
• Coldwater Creek • Danny Shervin • Dragon Lady Teas • Elizabeth & Eben Dorros • Eddie 
Kolsky • Eric Andersen • Faith May • Gifts of the Earth • Global Treasures • Goodie 2 Shoes • 
Grace Mahoney @ Amangani • Gun Barrel Steakhouse • Haagen Dazs • Hannah Barker • Hines 
Goldsmith • Horse of a Different Color Gallery • Hotel Terra - Cascade Restaurant • Ignight 
• It’s All About You • Jack Dennis Sports • Jamie Farmer • Jan Marrou • Jenny May •  JH Hat 
Company • JH Playhouse • Jim & Cindy Radda • Joan Lapham @ Teton Sports Club • JoAnne 
Shervin • Joelle Marie Cogliati • Jolly Jumbuck • Julie Rodosky • Karen Rasmussen • Kateri 
VanPatten • Kathie Chandler • Kelly Barr • Kim Young • Kira Brazinski • Krista Novak • Laura 
Gerrard • Laurie Brown • Leland Christensen • Lily & Company • Lisa Ruschill • Lyn Dalebout 
• Main Event • Manny Sanchez - ZUMBA • Maureen Murphy • Merry Piglets • Million Dollar 
Cowboy Steakhouse • Mostly Fun • Mountain High Pizza • Mountain Soleil • Nan Reppen, 
Personal Chef • Nani’s Italian Restaurant • NYC Sub Shop • Ocean City Bistro • Padgett Hoke 
• Patricia Donley • Pearl Street Bagels • Pilates Place • Pizza Hut • Priscilla Marden • Rena 
Trail • Ripley’s Believe It Or Not • Samantha Wittig • Sammi LaBounta • Sean May • Shades 
Cafe • Shervin’s Independent Oil • Sidewinders • Snake River Brewing • Snake River Grille 
• Snow King - Alpine Slide • Sonja McCool • Spring Creek Animal Hospital • Stacey Price • 
Steve Hansworth • Stitch n’ Time • Susan Fleming Jewelry • Stacey Breidenstein • Star Valley 
Feed • TJ Andersen • Teton Barber Shop • Teton Kids • Teton Motors • Teton Pines • Teton 
Steakhouse • Teton Thai • The Ranch Shop • Thomas Mikkelsen • Tiger Tan • Tim Gibbons @ 
Teton Sports Club • Tim Trefren • Tina Seay • Tisch Brown • Tom Mangelsen • Tony Panarisi 
• Tootsey Footsey Lounge • Trio • Valerie Seaberg • Victoria Blumberg • Virginian Restaurant 
• Wild By Nature • Wendy Hultman • Wild Hands • Yippy-I-O Candy.....& All The Patient 
Horses: SKIPPY • SILVER • ROPY • GRAINE • BEAU • WOODY • SUKA • HOOT!!!



Women love horses! They are 
gifted at creating relation-

ships from the heart, and nurtur-
ing them through challenges. Our 
new course, Women & Horses, of-
fers fun opportunities to develop a 
relationship with a horse and with 
other participants, while at the 
same time meeting and overcom-
ing personal chal-
lenges.

The 3-day im-
mersion in the 

world of horse 
language and per-
sonal awareness 
includes lots of 
games and obsta-
cle courses to help 
build safe and successful relationships. 

Whether you are an experienced horse-
woman or have never ridden before, 

Women & Horses is fun and gratifying. 
From non-verbal communication to rid-
ing bareback to art projects to trail riding 
to laughing so hard you practically fall off 
your horse, it’s a wonderful way to take a 
break in the summer.

2011 
Dates:
June 23-25
Sept. 22-24
Cost: $350
Space is lim-
ited to 6 par-
ticipants per 
session.
(307) 733-7464

build safe and successful relationships. 

Women & Horses: 
A new program for Horse Warriors!!
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What I learned from the 
horse was to be light with 
its mouth. When I’m sad 
the horse knows it and 
when I’m happy it also 
knows.”
  - AJ, 
  Mighty Mustangs

“A bit is only 
as harsh as the 
rider’s hands.”

(horse wisdom)



Welcome Sheila!
Horse Warriors now has some 

fundraising help! Sheila 
Mealey is our latest staffer, re-
searching grants, working on 
increasing our online profile, 
and helping with the winter dis-
cussion groups and horse care. 
Sheila will be teaching at the 
arena this summer as well. 

Sheila is a certified instructor 
with ARIA (American Riding 

Instructors Association), and she is 
currently working on her NARHA 
certification through us us. Her teaching experience includes 
many years of instructing both English and Western riding, as 
well as coaching children and adults for the show ring. She has 
competed in drill teams, rodeo, team penning, and hunter/
jumper events. Her lifelong passion for horses has afforded her 
many interesting and exciting opportunities, such as caring 
for an Olympic medal horse at an international competition, 
and helping children with special needs or histories of abuse 
find new openings in life through their interaction with hors-
es. Sheila says, “There is more to horses and riding than heels 
down eyes up - we can all learn much more from the horses than 
merely how to ride!”

Sheila is excited to be part of the Horse Warriors team and we 
are glad to have her!

certification through us us. Her teaching experience includes 

Sheila and her buddy, Hawk

Hey, we're now on 

facebook!!! 
  Check out our new facebook page at Facebook.

com/Horsewarriors and “like” us. Check back often for news 
and updates on our horses and programs. There is always 
something fun and interesting going on at Horse Warriors. 
Help spread the word about our programs by sending the 
link on to your friends who may find it interesting. Thanks for 
helping our social networking!!



Thanks for the Space!
The Episcopal Church has graciously 

donated their beautiful LIBRARY 
SPACE to us for our Monday after-
noon DISCUSSION GROUPS. Discussion 
groups are a mainstay of the winter 
season. They help us stay connected 
during the times we aren’t riding. 
This year the indoor arena was under 

reconstruction all through our usual after school rid-
ing program times. We didn’t have our October and No-
vember riding lessons, but are still getting to do a lot of 
drawing and talking together. We really appreciate the 
use of the church to maintain our long-term relation-
ships!

Call Your Friends 
and save the date for 

the Haunted House 
Fundraiser in 2011!

A HUGE thank you to Russ 
and Susan Magarity who 
hosted this year’s terrify-
ing event. 
Witches and 

Goblins and Werewolves scared 
the dollar$$ out of a lot of folks to 
help raise money for Horse War-
riors! Don’t miss it - the 2 days 
before Halloween!! 



Kanga
1984 - 2010

This year we honor the passing 
of one of the foundation horses for 
Horse Warriors. Kanga was our best 
horse for any level rider. He was 
honest, light, and responsive, and 
willing to care for everyone who rode 
or worked with him. We miss him 
terribly. There will never be a horse 
to replace him - he was the finest 
one of all. Much love and gratitude 
to you, Kanga.

Beauwoody

sedona

We are very fortunate to have 3 new horses to help fill in the 
gap. Woody is a rope horse donated by Cathe Stotts. Beau 

is a reining horse on loan from Gary and Devon DeSpain.Both of 
them showed with students at the fair this summer and were in 
the Power Ponies and Mighty Mustangs programs. Sedona is new 
as of this fall and will work into the program this spring at Horses 
of the Goddess.




